
Minutes of Joint Policing Committee Meeting held in the Council Chamber, 
Aras an Chontae, Longford on 

Monday, 29th July 2019 at 3.00 p.m.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Seamus Butler.
PRESENT:


Councillors -   John Browne, Micheal Carrigy, 

Gerry Hagan, Martin Monaghan, Garry Murtagh,

Turlough McGovern, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, 

P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross and Gerry Warnock. 


Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.


Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer.


Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.


Superintendent Jim Delaney.


Superintendent Seamus Boyle 

Senator Gabrielle McFadden. 
APOLOGY:-
Councillor Joe Flaherty.


Chief Superintendent Tony Healy.
MEETINGS

ADMINISTRATOR: 
Anne Lee.  
ADOPTION OF MINUTES. 
On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the minutes of Joint Policing Committee meeting held on the 4th March 2019, as circulated.
MATTERS ARISING.

None.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. 

None.

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON OF JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, it was unanimously agreed that Councillor Seamus Butler be appointed Chairperson of the Joint Policing Committee.  

Councillor Butler thanked his proposer and seconder and the Members for electing him as Chairperson of the Joint Policing Committee.  

Councillor Butler welcomed the members, Gardai, in particular, Superintendent Seamus Boyle,  staff and media to the inaugural meeting of the Joint Policing Committee and outlined the priorities which he felt should be addressed during the five year term of the Joint Policing Committee including the following  -
· Community safety.

· Review of Joint Policing Committee Strategic Plan.

· JPC Public meetings. 

Councillor Butler also praised the Garda authorities for bringing the Armed Support Unit to Longford town following a number of violent public order incidents.  He stated that he wrote to the Assistant Commissioner, Ann Marie McMahon, requesting that the Garda authorities in Longford are sufficiently resourced so that permanent foot patrols are provided in Longford town. 
ROLE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE – Guidelines Circulated.

C. Murphy gave a comprehensive presentation on the following –

· Role and functions of the Joint Policing Committee.

· Operation of the Joint Policing Committee.

· Matters which can be considered by the Joint Policing Committee and matters which may not be discussed at JPC meetings. 

· Community Representation. 

· Steering Group.

He stated that the Joint Policing Committee was established in accordance with Guidelines issued by the Minister for Justice and the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government. The Joint Policing Committee is a body established under the Garda Siochana Act 2005 to serve as a forum where local authority representatives, Oireachtas members and community and voluntary interests, together with senior Garda Officers responsible for the policing of the area, can consult, discuss and make recommendations on matters affecting the policing of the area. 
SIX ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE.

C. Murphy stated that the JPC Guidelines make provision for the representation of 

appropriate community based organisations on the Joint Policing Committee.

It was agreed that the following sectors be requested to nominate a representative to the Joint Policing Committee  - for approval at the September meeting of the County Council -  

· Older Persons


-
to be nominated by PPN

· Young persons/children
-
to be nominated by PPN

· Immigrant Communities
-
to be nominated by PPN

· Victims Groups. 

-
to be nominated by PPN
· Farming/Agricultural

-
to be nominated by the I.F.A.


· Business Community

-
to be nominated by Chambers Ireland.

It was also agreed that training be provided for the members of the Joint Policing Committee. 
GARDA REPORT

Superintendent Jim Delaney briefed the members on the following –

· Proactive policing in the county and the success of the Armed Support Unit following a number of violent public order incidents.

·   the members requested the media to highlight the fact that no serious public 

  order incidents have occurred recently. 

· Public safety and community engagement. 

· Road safety.

· Statistics  -

· Drink Driving offences. 

· Serious Assaults. 

· Burglaries.

· Theft from vehicles.

· Shop theft

· Public Order incidents.

· Crimes against persons.

· Drug related offences. 

The following issues were raised by the members  -

· Illegal parking of caravans in Annaly Car Park, Longford town. 

· Illegal dumping.
· Operation of the Criminal Assets Bureau in the county. 

· CCTV – Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor J. Browne seconded that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Justice and Equality requesting that funding be provided to the Local Authorities for adequate CCTV.
· Planning enforcement – a briefing on alleged breaches of Planning and Environment legislation to be given a the next JPC meeting.
Superintendent Seamus Boyle briefed the members on the following –
· Community engagement.
· LEAP Project.

· CCTV

· Statistics  -

· Assaults. 

· Burglaries.

· Thefts

· Public Order incidents.

· Crimes against persons.

· Drug related offences. 

Councillor P.J. Reilly asked that the issue regarding School bus parking at Cnoc Mhuire Secondary School be examined. 
UPDATE ON LONGFORD JOINT ACTION PLAN
Mr. P. Mahon, Chief Executive, briefed the members on the ongoing improvements in the Ardnacassa area in relation to public lighting, CCTV, litter/dumping issues, dog control/animal welfare, neighbourhood watch, estate clean up and management of vacant houses. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING.
Monday, 30th September 2019.
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This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: 



             Anne Lee,

              Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on the 

30th September 2019.
Signed:   __________________

               Chairperson.[image: image1.jpg]
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